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NOTI CES
DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Noti ce of Intent To Prepare an Environnental |npact Statenment for the Soboba
Band of Luisefio |Indians' Proposed Trust Acquisition and Casi no/Hotel Project,
City of San Jacinto, Riverside County, CA

Friday, Decenber 14, 2007

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior.
*71146 ACTI ON: Noti ce.

SUMMARY: This notice advises the public that the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA),
in cooperation with the Soboba Band of Luisefio I ndians (Tribe), intends to gather
i nformati on necessary for preparing an Environmental I|npact Statement (EIS) for a
proposed fee-to-trust |and acquisition and casino and hotel project (Proposed Ac-
tion) located within the City of San Jacinto, Riverside County, California. The
pur pose of the Proposed Action is to inprove the tribal econony in order to better
enabl e the *71147 Tribe to provide governnmental services, perform governnenta
functions, create jobs and career opportunities for tribal nenbers and devel op
prograns that would assist tribal menbers to attain economc self-sufficiency.
This notice al so announces a public scoping neeting to identify potential issues,
alternatives and content for inclusion in the EIS.

DATES: Witten comments on the scope of the EIS nust arrive by January 22, 2008.
The public scoping neeting will be held January 8, 2008, from6 p.m to 8 p.m, or
until all those who register to make statenments have been heard.

ADDRESSES: You may mmil or hand carry witten comments to Ms. Amy Dut schke, Acting
Regi onal Director, Pacific Regional Ofice, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 2800 Cottage
Way, Sacranento, California 95825.

The public scoping neeting will be held at the Henet Public Library, 2nd fl oor,
300 E. Latham Henet, California 92543.

FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT: John Rydzi k, (916) 978-6042

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFOCRVATI ON: The Tri be proposes that 289.88<pl us-nm nus> acres of

| and | ocated within the City of San Jacinto, Riverside County, California, be ac-
quired into trust for the Tribe. The land is located in the foothills on the west
side of the San Jaci nto Muntains that separate the San Jacinto River Basin to the
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west fromthe Coachella Valley to the east, and adjacent to the San Jacinto River.

O the 289.88<plus-m nus> acres, 35 to 40 acres are proposed for devel opnent. The
remai ni ng acreage would remain in its current state, which consists of an existing
gol f course (156.36 acres) and maintenance facility, and on-going club house de-
vel opment. The proposed new devel opnent woul d consi st of a 90, 000<pl us- m nus>
square foot casino facility with 70, 000<pl us-m nus> square foot gam ng fl oor
various food and beverage establishnments, conference space, spa, and four retail
establishments; a 300-room 224, 000<plus-m nus> square foot hotel; a multi-Ievel
2200 space parking garage; a tribal fire station; a wastewater treatnment plant;
and supporting facilities. The new ganming facility would replace the existing one
| ocated on reservation | ands.

Access to the site would be via Lake Park Drive and Soboba Road, by way of a new
access point/driveway. The proposed hotel and casino conplex would be generally

| ocated at the intersection of Soboba Road and Lake Park Drive and abut the exist-
ing golf course. The proposed wastewater treatnment plant and fire station would be
on the southern side of Lake Park Drive.

The Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians is a federally recognized Indian tribe gov-
erned by a tribal council consisting of five nmenbers, under a federally approved
constitution. The Tribe currently has a federally approved tribal-state gam ng
conpact with the State of California.

Public Comment and Solicitation

Comment's, including nanes and addresses of respondents, will be available for
public review at the Bl A address shown in the ADDRESSES section, during business
hours, 8 a.m to 4:30 p.m, Mnday through Friday, except holidays. Before includ-
i ng your address, phone nunber, e-mmil|l address or other personal identifying in-
formation in your comment, you should be aware that your entire conment--including
your personal identifying information--my be nmade publicly available at any tine.
Wil e you can ask us in your comment to w thhold your personal identifying inform
ation frompublic review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.

Aut hority

This notice is published in accordance with section 1501.7, 1506.6 and 1508. 22 of
the Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500 t hrough 1508)
i npl enmenting the procedural requirenments of the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), and the Department of the Interior
Manual (516 DM 1-6), and is in the exercise of authority delegated to the Assist-
ant Secretary--Indian Affairs by 209 DM 8. 1.

Dat ed: Novenber 9, 2007

Carl J. Artman

© 2008 Thonmson Reuters/West. No daimto Oig. US Gov. Wrks.


http://www.westlaw.com/Find/Default.wl?rs=dfa1.0&vr=2.0&DB=1000546&DocName=42USCAS4371&FindType=L

72 FR 71146-01 Page 3
72 FR 71146-01, 2007 WL 4351207 (F.R.)
(Citeas: 72 FR 71146)

Assi stant Secretary--1ndian Affairs.
[FR Doc. E7-24293 Filed 12-13-07; 8:45 am
Bl LLI NG CODE 4310- W- P
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