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o Anitel States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-b504
hepelnsiein.sonats gov

April 29, 2008

The Honorabls Dean Flopes

Cheir ' : :
Commitise on Govemnmenta] Organization -
Califoria State Senate

1020 N Street, Room 584 _

Sactamento, Californta 95814

Denr Sepator Florez,

I wite to exproge ry support for SB 1693, vour legislation io pravent
the devolopment of stara~tribal compacts with tribes for tha development of
casings prior fo gaining federsl Teenguition status and gaming eligible Jand
in frust,

A8 youl yoay know, T have opposed efforta i develop off-rescrvasion
csinog in Califormia for meny years. My .opposition stems from my belisf
that many voters supparted Propeosition 14 in 2000 beemse it wes proposed
a3 measure to allow limited gambling an existing tribal lands. Howaver,
sings then there have besn mmultiple efforrs to davelop casinos wel] bavand
reservation boundaries. Your lepislation will sarve as gn Impartant tool g
combat this problam by respooting the Department of Interior's primaecy in
determining the suitahility of land for gaming pueposes and fts Jaint
responsibility with Congrags ta grant Tederal recognition status 1o tribee,

Your leglslation has become all the more impartant in the weke of the
newly ennotnsed compacts for ths Norih Fork Rancheria af Moo Indians
and the Wiyot Tribe. I heve written to both Govenor Schwarzenegger and
Secretary Kemnthoms 1o CONVEY Iy dpposition fo these new tompacts,

- Which, if epproved by the legislatrs and the Department of the Intarior,
would pervit the first off-ressrvation casing in California, .
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I'believe efforts 1o devalop compacts with wibes In advance af federal
recognition status op tgt jand gpproval mapinulates the Prosess, Whila the

potentially ot wirll negs Yyear, Therefors, i paetns to me theg development
of this compact 00w can serve no Putpcse other than to provide addeg
pressure on the Department of the interior to approva tha pending land st

_ I roject this heavy handed approach and hope thet the current ang
fubre govamors refraln from atternpting te mdyly sway federal land tag
decisions by Presiurely approving tribal fompacty, Ibelisve the boet way
0 enstirs this is the caee iz by adopting your bill.

Thanle you for offering this thoughtfil leglslarion, | hopa thatwoyr
aolleagnes in the Stats Senata end the Assembly apt guickly to anprave this
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United States Senpion
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