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TIMOTHY M. TAYLOR

tmtaylor@stoel.com

November 10, 2009

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Re: Point Molate Intergovernmental Agreement

Dear Chairwoman Bonilla and Members of the Board:

This firm represents Andres Soto, as founding member of the Coalition to Save Point
Molate, and the Coalition to Save Point Molate. This letter is submitted in opposition to the
proposed approval of an Intergovernmental Agreement between Contra Costa County and the
Guidiville Band of Pomo Indians. This item is scheduled for hearing before the Board of
Supervisors on November 10, 2009.

The County cannot lawfully enter an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Tribe
without first satisfying its obligations under the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA")
(Pub. Resources Code § 21000, et seq.) These obligations include conducting environmental
review and analysis of the underlying Point Molate Casino Project (the “Project”). This
requirement includes adherence to the procedural requirements of CEQA and its implementing
Guidelines. (Cal. Code of Regulations, title 14, § 15000, et seq.) Presently, the County's
proposed Intergovernmental Agreement merely accepts the analysis and conclusions of the
incomplete and legally flawed Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
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Report ("DEIS/EIR") for the Point Molate Mixed-Use Tribal Destination Resort and Casino,
prepared by the City of Richmond and the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs1. The proposed
Intergovernmental Agreement fails to mitigate off-reservation environmental impacts associated
with the Project, including but not limited to the following:

(1) Traffic congestion;
(2) Hazards and hazardous materials, including contamination of the Project site and

the site's proximity to the Chevron-Richmond Refinery;
(3) Inconsistency with the Richmond General Plan and the land use designations

therein;
(4) Demands on County and municipal services including fire and police services;
(5) Air quality;
(6) Urban decay;
(7) Noise, both along County roadways and stationary noise generated by the

Project's operation;
(8) Land use and land use restrictions;
(9) The identification and analysis of project alternatives; and
(10) Cumulative impacts.

In addition, the County's approval of the Intergovernmental Agreement impermissibly
segments the environmental review and analysis for the Point Molate Casino Project, again in
violation of CEQA.

1
Extensive comments were submitted in response to the DEIS/EIR, raising a wide range of flaws and

legal deficiencies with that document. (See, Attachment A, letter to Dale Morris, Regional Director, U.S.
Department of the Interior and Bill Lindsay, City Manager, City of Richmond, from T. Taylor and S.
Waggener, October 23, 2009; Attachment B, letter from T. Taylor to Mayor Gayle McLaughlin and
Members of the Richmond City Council, September 22, 2009; and Attachment C, memorandum from
Contra Costa County Department of Conservation & Development, Steven Goetz, Deputy Director to
Lara DeLaney, Senior Management Analyst, County Administrator’s Office, September 3, 2009.
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For each of these reasons, the County’s hurried action cannot be carried out in advance of
the necessary and appropriate environmental review. Thank you very much for your
consideration of these important concerns.

TMT:eyh
Enclosures
cc: David Twa, County Administrator

Silvano B. Marchesi, County Counsel


