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February 7, 2005

Pl'esidentGeorge W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania AvenueNW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

I write today regarding the vacancy created at the Bureau of Indian Affairs by the
resignation of Mr. David Anderson nom his position as Assistant Secretary of Indian
Affairs. As you may be aware, Indian recognition, and the gaming rights that accompany
it, is an issue that is of the utmost importance to the state of Connecticut.

Historically, the Assistant Secretaryof Indian Affairs has been appointed partially based
upon his or her familiar, contractual, or financial ties to Indian Countx}'.In an era prior to
the passage of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, these appointments appropriately
l:eflectedthe fiduciaryrelationship between the federal government and Indian tribes.
However, the phenomenon of Indian gaming has changed this and the role of the Bureau
of IndianAffairsas reflectedin its directormWitchangeas well.

The Secretary of Indian Affairs should be a fair administrator,ofIndian policy, rather
than an advocate. While the state maintains strong relationships with its existing Indian
tribes, the changing dynamic of state-tribal relations caused by the "l11Shto recognition"
and a heighte1l.eddesire to develop casinos, may adverselyaffecttho quality of life of
many Connecticut's residents. IndeCdthe state and most of our towns in the western and
eastem pam ofthe state ue actively tifihting all pendingpetitions for tribal recognition in
the state. Therefore. as you consider the appointment of Mr. Anderson's successor, I
respectfully request that you appoint someone who appreciates the rights and needs of
statesas theyrelateto tribaltccogJritionissues. .


